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Clean vs. Average Values

Questions about NADA's Average Trade in value vs. Clean Trade-in value, and Clean Retail value
vs. our former Average Retail value have been posed by a number of government entities

that base property, excise, ad valorem and other tax assessments on NADA Used Car Guide
values. The brief answer is; Today’s "Clean Trade-in" value is the same as what we formerly
called both "Average Trade-in" and “Trade-in.” The same applies to our current “Clean Retail”
value, formerly named “Average Retail” and “Retail.”

Here is some background information that may help put the issue in perspective.
Historically, we used the term "average" for both Retail and Trade-in values in the NADA Official

Used Car Guide. Most statutes that reference an average value were enacted well before
1995. Here is an image from a pre-1995 guide:
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On January 1, 1995, we discontinued the term “average.” The editorial methodology did not
change, just the term was dropped and "Average Trade-in" became simply "Trade-in" and
“Average Retail” became “Retail.” We continued to use the stand-alone terms "Retail, Trade-in
and Loan," for the next 12 years from January 1, 1995 until January 1, 2007. Here is an image
from the January 1995 guide:
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On January 1, 2007, we introduced the term "Clean" for all 3 values, reflecting our editorial
position that the condition of a vehicle, as a consistent starting point in the methodology of
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valuation, was clean. Again, our methodology did not change. Here is an image from the
January 2007 guide:
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From January 2007 forward, the pre-1995 “Average Trade-in” and “Average Retail” were now
labeled “Clean Trade-in” and “Clean Retail.” Same values. Same methodology.

On September 1, 2008, we introduced two new conditional values; "Average Trade-in" and
"Rough Trade-in." The addition of these new conditional values was based on requests for our
values to reflect the wholesale side of the market and represented the first time in 77 years
that we expanded beyond 3 traditional values. Currently, the NADA Official Used Car

Guide displays five values for each vehicle; Clean Retail, Clean Loan, Clean Trade-in, Average
Trade-in and Rough Trade-in. Here is an image from the October 2008(and current) guide:
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Finally, as we retrace our editorial history, the "average" value originally referenced in many
state’s general statutes is actually today’s “Clean” value.
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